Your no-jargon guide to battery storage,
VPPs and maximizing solar power.




If you're a Brisbane homeowner Wiida
battery or joining a Virtual Power
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Starting Point

No Matter Where you Start, This Guide Gets You to Grid Freedom

Got solar panels from early 2000s? Just installed them yesterday? This guide is your roadmap
to using batteries and VPPs to slash bills, earn cash, and keep the lights on - no confusing
jargon, just straight talk.

Solar Sytem
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I've had solar forever I'm a solar newbie I'm just curious
(10+ years) (installed recently) (no solar yet)

Solar Basics

Does your old system Cheat Sheet

need upgrades to (Appendix 1)
work with a battery?

Battery Option

Optimize usage

Add a battery

VPPs
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Battery Basics for
Every System

Question: “Will my old solar system work with a battery?”
Answer:
e Yes! But you might need:
o Option 1: A hybrid inverter (replaces your old inverter).
o Option 2: A battery-only system (works alongside your existing setup).

Questions: “How big a battery do | need?”
Answer:
Simple Formula: Daily Energy Use (kWh) x 1.5 = Ideal Battery Size
e Example:
o “If your bill says 20kWh/day, aim for a 30kWh battery.”
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() 1Battery @ 2 Batteries © 3 Batteries @ 4 Batteries @ Custom
30

“Brisbane homes average 15-20 kWh/day.
Check your energy bill for exact usage!”

1-2 People Small Medium Large

Family Size

Questions: “Are batteries safe? What about bushfires/cyclones?”
Answer:
e Yes! Aussie standards require:
o Fireproof enclosures.
o Automatic shutdown in extreme heat.
o Clean Energy Council approval.

Solar Batteries & VPPs




Rebates & Savings (No BS)

Free Money? Yes, Please!

e Federal Rebates: The Big Stuff
o Link to SolarQuotes’ Rebate Guide.
o No Cap: Unlimited rebates nationwide — no “first come, first served” panic.
o Start Early: Install now (but keep the battery off until 1 July 2025).

Key Dates:
Installation Window: Batteries installed from April 2025 can claim the rebate if
activated after 1 July.
Rebate Drops Yearly: Reduces by ~25% annually until 2030. Act fast!
VPP Capable Required: Batteries must connect to a VPP, but you don't have to join one.
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e QLD-Specific Programs:
o Battery Booster Program: Extra $$ for Brisbane, Logan, and Ipswich homes.

e Pro Tip: Stack rebates! Combine federal + state + local incentives.
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VPPs - The Good, the Bad, The
Fine Print

Team Up with Your Neighbours (and Get Paid)

What the Heck is a VPP?

Simple Definition:

A Virtual Power Plant (VPP) is like a team sport for solar
batteries. Instead of your battery working alone, it joins
forces with hundreds (or thousands) of others across
Brisbane and Australia to support the grid during peak
demand - think heatwaves, winter evenings, or when
everyone's blasting their AC at once.
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Why Should You Care?
e Earn $$$: Get paid for sharing energy when the grid
needs it most.
o Blackout Prevention: Help stabilize the grid so your
lights (and your neighbor’s) stay on.
e Future-Proofing: VPPs are a big part of Australia’'s
renewable energy shift.

How Does a VPP Work? (In Plain Aussie English)
Step 1: You install a VPP-compatible battery (required for
the federal rebate, but you don’t have to join a VPP).

Step 2: Sign up with a VPP provider (e.g., Origin, Energy
Queensland, AGL).

Step 3: The VPP uses a little of your battery's stored energy
during high-demand periods (usually 6-8 PM weekdays).
Step 4: You earn cash credits or bill discounts (up to
$800/year in Brisbane).

Image: James from Warn 4500
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VPPs: Pros & Cons

Your No-Jargon Guide to Joining the Energy Revolution

Pros of Joining a VPP

Extra Cash: Earn $300 - $800/year (Brisbane average) - like a "thank you" for sharing
energy.

Free Tech Upgrades: Many VPPs include smart energy apps to track your savings.
Community Hero Status: Help prevent blackouts during heatwaves (Brisbane's
summer = brutal!).

Boost Battery ROI: Offset the cost of your system faster.

Eco-Friendly: Reduce reliance on traditional energy methods.

Local Benefit:

“Queensland’s grid relies on VPPs during storms. Your battery could help keep hospitals
and schools powered.”

CK ELECTRICAL, SOLAR & AIR CONDITIONING

Cons of Joining a VPP
X Loss of Control: The VPP operator decides when to use your battery. (“No, Karen, you
can't hoard all your power for Home and Away marathons.”)
X Battery Wear and Tear: Frequent charging/discharging might shorten lifespan (but
most VPPs limit usage to 10-20% daily).
X Blackout Restrictions: Some VPPs block battery access during outages (check your
provider's policy!).
X Lock-In Contracts: Some programs require 3-5 year commitments.
Brisbane-Specific Warning:
“If you're in flood-prone areas like Rocklea, confirm if your VPP allows emergency battery
access during disasters.”
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VPP Myths & Providers

Myth 1: “VPPs drain your battery completely.”
Truth: Most only use 10-20% of your stored energy.

Myth 2: “You need a giant battery to join.”
Truth: Even a 5kWh system qualifies (but earnings are smaller).

Myth 3: “VPPs are just for greenies.”
Truth: It's about savings first, planet second (but both win!).
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How to Choose a VPP Provider
1.Compare Payouts: How much per kWh?
2.Check Flexibility: Can you opt out during disasters?
3.Read Reviews: Ask neighbors or local Facebook groups.
Red Flag: Avoid providers that charge exit fees — they're as dodgy as a $3 note.
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Grid-Independence Roadmap

3-Step Plan

1. Audit: Check you energy bills + system age.
2. Upgrade: Add a battery (use rebates!) add another system. or join a VPP.
3. Optimize: Run appliances during daylight - Dishwasher, Dryers, Ovens etc.
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VPP Freedom
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Image: Chase + Solar Rep - Solar & Storage Live Brisbane

CKELECTRICAL, SOLAR & AIR CONDITIONING |

Reach Out

Let’s Build the Future Together

At CK Electrical, Solar & Air Conditioning, we are committed to delivering
exceptional results for every project. Whether you're planning to start
your renewable energy journey, upgrade, or expand, we have the expertise
to make it happen.

UNIT 5, 871 BOUNDARY RD, COOPERS
PLAINS, QLD 4108

ADMIN@CKESA.COM.AU

WWW.CKESA.COM.AU

(07)3392 9067 OR 0402 573 339
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